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An independent study by Jean Georges Perrin, IIUG Board Member.
Introduction

During the last 10 years, I have invested a lot of time and energy in development languages of fourth generation, and particularly in Informix 4GL. I have studied and used many other languages, but 4GL remains special. I must admit I like this lonely orphan. 
I really wish to produce a complete study of what is Informix 4GL in a world dominated by those huge development platforms that are .net and Java. Traditionally available on UNIX systems, I would have expected to see a natural migration of 4GL and Informix users to Java, rather than that, I see some people going to the closed world of SQL Server on Windows, developing on .net. It is not a majority, for sure. Java remains a good choice among larger companies, thanks to its naturally rich platform, libraries, data access solutions and many more business critical benefits. 
However, without breaking into your projects, I'd like to know more what we all think of our dear 4GL!

Goal of the Study

I want to know what people expect of 4GL in 2006, and I’d like to share this with other 4GL users.
Informix 4GL has been out for 20 years. It had its ups and downs, it has been criticized, honored; but, like “uncle COBOL”, it remains there. Many vendors have tried to capture the 4GL market but were not capable of massively converting people to their solutions. 
Informix, and now IBM, has created the language and slowly dropped it. Four J’s Development Tools has been the technical leader, bringing incredible features to the language like a decent web interface or access to web services. Querix has innovated in the database area making cross-database deployment a charm and delivering attractive and native look and feel. Aubit4GL is an ambitious open-source project which targets a free 4GL.
I don’t want to forget all the other companies and products that contributed to this market, Supernova, extending 4GL, Etrus, the first Java client, Awoma, wanting to make 4GL developers proficient in J2EE or even IBM trying to convince that the future is a closed language called EGL.

However, beside Querix’ Hydra Studio, no one provides an IDE or real productivity tools for helping the development of applications.
So, as a developer, a project manager, an architect or whatever your job currently is, I would like to know what your expectations are, what your plans are with our dearest 4GL.

If you are dropping it, tell me. Give me the details on how & why. What are the alternatives, the budget, the tools, the training, the people…

Please be sincere. You can remain anonymous and all your data will be kept confidential between you and me.

Methodology

This study will require your commitment to three steps but time spent will not exceed 20 Minutes.

First, I'd like to know a bit more about you. Sure, we have either worked together, discussed, but it may have been quite a long time ago. I have prepared a kind of “survey”. Plenty of questions, fields, place holders where you can get it off your chest.

Then we will probably have a steady exchange of e-mails to clarify and go deeper in some aspects.

Finally, I will work on the results, filtering, analyzing, summarizing, de-scrambling all the data you have been given me so kindly. I will then send all those precious information back to you, gently in a draft of the finale study and I will be expecting a feedback.

Don’t worry; I have a full time job waiting for me every day, so I will not bother you that much.
If you feel that you are not the appropriate person or you know someone that would fit the survey, I will really appreciate that you send this document around.
The survey will be closed on April 17th 2006. Mail it back to either jgp@jgp.net or jgp@iiug.org. 

Survey

General feeling about 4GL
Please tell us a bit about your daily job and how it includes 4GL.

Development

Which 4GL distribution(s) are you developing with? (Multiple choice allowed, alphabetically listed, please remove the inappropriate tick box, (: not used (: used).

((
Aubit4GL, please specify version(s)

((
Four J's BDS, please specify version(s)

((
Four J's Genero, please specify version(s)

((
IBM EGL, please specify version(s)


((
IBM Informix 4GL, please specify version(s)

((
Querix Hydra, please specify version(s)

Which platform(s) are you developing on? (Multiple choice allowed, alphabetically listed, please remove the inappropriate tick box, (: not used (: used).

((
Microsoft Windows
((
Linux, please specify

((
Unix, please specify

((
MacOS, please specify

Which database(s) are you developing with? (Multiple choice allowed, alphabetically listed, please remove the inappropriate tick box, (: not used (: used).

((
IBM Informix, please specify version(s)


((
IBM DB2, please specify version(s)


((
Microsoft SQL Server, please specify version(s)


((
MySQL, please specify version(s)


((
Oracle, please specify version(s)


((
PostgreSQL, please specify version(s)


((
Other, please specify name & version


((
Other, please specify name & version


Who decided what 4GL development tools are used in your organization?
((
Yourself.

((
Developers.

((
Management, please specify level

Deployment

Which 4GL distribution(s) are you deploying? (Multiple choice allowed, alphabetically listed, please remove the inappropriate tick box, (: not used (: used).
((
Aubit4GL, please specify version(s)


((
Four J's BDS, please specify version(s)


((
Four J's Genero, please specify version(s)


((
IBM EGL, please specify version(s)


((
IBM Informix 4GL, please specify version(s)


((
Querix Hydra, please specify version(s)


Which platform(s) are you developing on? (Multiple choice allowed, alphabetically listed, please remove the inappropriate tick box, (: not used (: used).

((
Microsoft Windows
((
Linux, please specify

((
Unix, please specify

((
MacOS, please specify

Which database(s) are you deploying on? (Multiple choice allowed, alphabetically listed, please remove the inappropriate tick box, (: not used (: used).

((
IBM Informix, please specify version(s)


((
IBM DB2, please specify version(s)


((
Microsoft SQL Server, please specify version(s)


((
MySQL, please specify version(s)


((
Oracle, please specify version(s)


((
PostgreSQL, please specify version(s)


((
Other, please specify name & version


((
Other, please specify name & version


Which database(s) are you considering (either through full migration or through cross-support)? (Multiple choice allowed, alphabetically listed, please remove the inappropriate tick box, (: not used (: used).

((
IBM Informix, please specify version(s)


((
IBM DB2, please specify version(s)


((
Microsoft SQL Server, please specify version(s)


((
MySQL, please specify version(s)


((
Oracle, please specify version(s)


((
PostgreSQL, please specify version(s)


((
Other, please specify name & version


((
Other, please specify name & version


You & your distribution
What features do you use most in your 4GL distribution?

What are the 3 items/features you could not go without?

Which front-ends do you use most? (Rate from “1” the most used front-end to “5” the least used front-end, N/U or “0” for not used).
Windows

Web


Text (VT-like terminal)



X Window


Java-based thin client


Which front-end would you want to use? (Rate from “1” the most used front-end to “5” the least used front-end).

Windows


Web



Text (VT-like terminal)



X Window


Java-based thin client


You & 4GL

If you had three wishes regarding 4GL, what would they be?

What do you need in 4GL that no vendor provides?

Are you satisfied of 4GL?

If “Yes”, why?

If “No”, why?

Are you in the process of migrating away from 4GL? 

If “Yes”, please tell me a little about your strategy (interim period, migration tools, team training, target platform, motivation, etc.).

If you are “planning”, please explain your motivations.

If you are “staying” with 4GL, I would love to read about your motivations.

If “Yes”, who made the decision on moving away from 4GL?
((
Yourself.

((
Developers.

((
Management, please specify level


Please comment:

What other tools & languages do you use to complement your 4gl development?
Why are you using those tools & languages? What do they provide you?

What other tools & languages do you consider to complement your 4gl development?

Why are you considering those tools & languages? What do you expect them to provide you?

If you were to consider another 4GL vendor, what would be the key factor(s) to change (features, services, price…)?
Free speech area… empty your chest now!

Survey usage

Do you want to remain anonymous? I want to make this study public and wish to list & thank all people that participated to it.

((
I wish to remain anonymous.

Even if you wish to remain anonymous, please fill-in the following:
Name



Company



e-mail address



Can I quote you? Before using your quote, I will put the quote out of its context and validate it with you.

((
Feel free to quote me.
I am always willing to keep testimonies and references for my work. Any “kind word” would be appreciated.
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